Report from Working Group 8.3 – 2007-8

1. Working Group Name: WG8.3 Decision Support Systems

2. Working Group website URL IFIP-DSS.org

From September 2004, WG8.3 has a new, comprehensive website, maintained at the London School of Economics and Political Science (Web mistress Ly Voo, email L.Voo@lse.ac.uk) This contains information about the working group, its planned, present and past activtites, with links to its specific conference websites and archive of past presentations. It also contains a regularly updated list of working group 8.3 members and friends.

3. WG mailing list address: ifip-dss.org (downloadable from website)

4. Office bearers and date their term expires:

Patrick Humphreys is elected Chair of the Working Group until 31 December 2010

Sven Carlsson is elected Vice Chair of the Group until 31 December 2010

Frederic Adam is elected Vice-Chair of the Group until 31 December 2010
Frada Burstein elected the Secretary of the Working Group until 31 December 2010

5. Members requiring endorsement since the last TC8 Meeting: 

1 new member of the Working Group (having participated in two or more official meetings of the Working Group), Ms Ai Yu, is proposed for membership of WG8.3

Events 2007/2008
6. Events by Status:

Event 1: CDM08

A Working Conference on Collaborative Decision Making (CDM08) was held at the Manufacture des Tabacs, Toulouse, France from July 1st to 4th 2008. The conference included a Doctoral colloquium (July 1) for students registered at the conference.
Conference Chair: Pascale Zarate, IRIT, Toulouse, France

Steering Committee:

Adam Frédéric, University College Cork, Ireland

Burstein Frada, Monash University, Australia

Humphreys Patrick, London School of Economics, UK

Philips-Wren Gloria, Loyola Maryland University, USA

Pino José Alberto, University of Chile, Chile

Respicio Ana, Lisbon University, Portugal

Organising Committee:

Belaud Jean Pierre, LGC-ENSIACET-INPT, Toulouse, France

Camilleri Guy, IRIT-UPS, Toulouse, France

Ravat Franck, IRIT-UT1, Toulouse, France

Conference secretary:

Debats Véronique, IRIT, Toulouse, France

Foucaud Florence, INPT-SAIC, Toulouse, France

Website: http://www.irit.fr/CDM08/
Even Status 4 –taken place  –Final accounts will be submitted by the Conference Chair to IFIP in August 2008

The Collaborative Decision Making Conference (CDM08) is a joint event. This conference has for objective to join two working groups on Decision Support Systems: the IFIP TC8/Working Group 8.3 and the Euro Working Group on Decision Support Systems (EWG).

The EWG on DSS was created in Madeira (Portugal) following the Euro Summer Institute on DSS, in May 1989. Researchers involved in this group meet each year in different countries through a workshop. Researches in this group come from Operational Research area but also from Decision Theory, Multicriteria Decision Making methodologies, Fuzzy sets and modelling tools.

Based on the introduction of Information and Communication Technologies in organisations, the decisional process is evolving from a mono actor to a multi actor situation in which cooperation is a way to make the decision.

For 2008, the objective was to create a synergy between the two groups around a specific focus: Collaborative Decision Making. Papers submitted to the conference have for main objectives to support Collaborative Decision Making but with several kinds of tools or models. 69 papers have been submitted. 34 full papers, 9 short papers and 14 posters have been selected.

90 participants are registered to the conference coming from 24 different countries: France, Ireland, Chile, Slovenia, Switzerland, Australia, Suede, UK, Germany, USA, Italia, Portugal, Nederland, Hungary, Algeria, Poland, India, Spain, Bangladesh, Burma, Korea, Ukraine, Jordan, and Tunisia 

IFIP offered two grants for two speakers coming from Developing countries; these two participants were fully supported. EURO offered four grants for only the registration fees for four participants.

The sponsors for the conference were: IRIT, UPS, INPT, SAIC, ENSIACET, UT1, Région Midi Pyrénées, SIG DSS AIS.

Selected peer-reviewed papers from the conference are published in the Book: Collaborative Decision Making: Perspectives and Challenges, (Eds: P. Zarate, J-P Belaud, G. Camilleri and F. Ravat.) Amsterdam, IOS press, 2008

Five special issues of journals are being published, following the same theme as the CDM2008 conference. The following special issues are proposed:

- Journal of Decision Systems

· Case studies oriented 

· Guest Editor : Fred Adam 

- Intelligent Decision Technologies Journal

· AI Approaches oriented 

· Guests Editors : Frada Burstein & Gloria Philips Wren 

- Journal of Decision Support Systems Technologies

· Technologies for Collaborative Decision Making oriented 

· Guests Editors: Ana Respicio & Pascale Zaraté 

- Journal of Group Decision and Negotiation

· Collaborative approaches for Multi Decision Makers 

· Guests Editors: José Pino & Pascale Zaraté 

- Decision Sciences Journal

· Collaborative Decision Making oriented to Supply Chains 

· Guests Editors: José Pino, Paulo Goes & Asoo Vakharia 

Event 2: WG8.3 Working Conference, Lisbon 6-9 July 2010

An outline proposal for the next WG8.3 Open Working Conference, to be held in Lisbon in 6-9 July 2010, was put forward by Prof Ana Respicio (Lisbon University, Portugal) at the WG8.3 Business meeting held on July 4, 2008. The proposal was accepted by the Working Group. The University of Lisbon is working on a detailed proposal to be submitted to IFIP WG8.3 for approval, it will include details of Event officers and Conference themes. 
.

Selected peer reviewed papers presented at the conference will be published in a book. As usual, there is an expectation that some journal special issues based on papers from the conference will be planned.

Current status of this event: 2: approved by WG8, 3

7. Proposals for award nominees – none.

8. Election results: - None

9. Current Membership 

WG8.3 currently has 116 elected members and 81 registered friends. 

Business meetings held.

A WG8.3 Business meeting on was held on Thursday 5th of April, 2007, linked with   the meeting of the WG8.3 task force on learning from case studies in decision making and decision support, chaired by the WG8.3 Vice Chair Frederic Adam, in presence of the Chair of the WG8.3, Patrick Humphreys. 8 other members of the Working Group were present. 
A WG8.3 Business meeting on was held on Friday 4th of July 2008, linked with the WG8.3 working conference on Collaborative Decision Making (CDM08), The meeting was chaired by WG8.3 Chair, Patrick Humphreys. All the officers of WG8.3 were present together with 18 other WG8.3 members. 

The minutes of the WG8.3 business meetings are meetings are posted on the website of the Working Group: www.ifip-dss.org

10. Summary of significant outcomes:

Publications with significant contributions from WG8.3 members:

Two significant books were published in 2008: The DSS Encyclopaedia (editors Frederic Adam and Patrick Humphreys) and DSS Handbook (editors Frada Burstein and Clyde Holsapple).

The special issues committed from and based on the selected revised papers from the previous IFIP WG8.3 conferences have been published: 
1. Journal of Decision Systems (Guest editor - Csaba Csaki); 
2. European Journal of OR (Guest editor - Pascal Zarate); 
3. Decision Support Systems Journal (Guest editors - Frada Burstein and George Widmeyer).

.

11. Task Group Progress Reports

WG8.3 Task Group Case studies task force on learning from Case Studies in DSS 

This task force was set up at the WG8.3 Cork conference in 2002, had subsequent meetings in Paris 2003, London, 2004, Prato, 2004, Budapest, 2005, Samos, 2006 and Cork, 2007. The report of the meetings is on the IFIPWG8.3 website. At the WG8.3 Business meeting held in Toulouse on July 4, 2008, it was agreed at the meeting that this Task Group would continue its operation. Fergal Carton will become its Chairman.  The group intends to publicize the case studies, which were produced as a result of the group’s operation. The incoming Chair of the taskforce aims to actively seek specific case studies and those, which will be useful for teaching. This will be explored in the future. 

The publication of selected papers from the meetings of this Task Group comprised a special issue of the Journal of Decision Systems (Vol 17, No. 1, 2008, edited by Patrick Humphreys and David Sammon).

WG8.3 Task Group on DSS on curriculum

A Task Group on DSS on curriculum was created at the Bi-annual conference of the working group in London in July 2006. The group produced a report and held an open comprising session of 3 papers at the CDM08 conference. At the WG8.3 business meeting held on 4 July 2008, it was decided that the Task Group would continue to work towards a database of material, skills and topic (knowledge reservoir).  A dynamic interface to the reservoir is a task for the future.

12-13 Summary proposals and requests for funds - none

14  
Changes to Aims and Scope: 

No changes to the aims and scope of the Working Group have been proposed

Patrick Humphreys

WG8.3 Chair
25 July 2008
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