Report from Working Group 8.3 – 2008-9

1. Working Group Name: WG8.3 Decision Support Systems

2. Working Group website URL IFIP-DSS.org

From September 2004, WG8.3 has a maintained comprehensive website, located at the London School of Economics and Political Science (Web mistress Ly Voo, email L.Voo@lse.ac.uk) This contains information about the working group, its planned, present and past activtites, with links to its specific conference websites and archive of past presentations. It also contains a regularly updated list of working group 8.3 members and friends.

3. WG mailing list address: ifip-dss.org (downloadable from website)

4. Office bearers and date their term expires:

Patrick Humphreys is Chair of the Working Group until 31 December 2010

Sven Carlsson is Vice Chair of the Group until 31 December 2010

Frederic Adam is Vice-Chair of the Group until 31 December 2010
Frada Burstein is Secretary of the Working Group until 31 December 2010
5. Members requiring endorsement since the last TC8 Meeting: 

Two new members of the Working Group (having participated in two or more official meetings of the Working Group) were elected members of WG8.3 at the 2009 WG8.3 Business meeting. These were:  Mr. Simon Woodworth (University College Cork, Ireland) and Mr. Rien Hamers (Frontys University, Netherlands)

6. Events by Status:

 1. Meeting of the WG8.3 Task Group on learning from case studies in decision making and decision support

Attendees: Piero Migliarese, Francesco Migliarese, Ana Respicio, Fred Adam, Rien Hamers, Fergal Carton, Patrick Humphreys, Eidi Cruz-Valdivieso, Peter Gelleri, Sven Carlsson, Mary Daly, Patrick Brezillon, Simon Woodworth, Jozsef Csicsman. 
 
The 2009 meeting of the WG8.3 task group on Learning from case studies in Decision Making and Decision Support took place on April 2nd and 3rd at the London School of Economics (LSE) in London, UK, at the invitation of Fergal Carton (Chair of the Task Force) and Patrick Humphreys (Host of the event and Chair of the working group). Fourteen researchers attended the event and presented their latest research. The general theme of the meeting was the learning that can be derived from observing decision-making in the field, the use of models to help simplify the complexity, and the transfer of knowledge that occurs in applying models. The common thread in the presentations, which involved cases from public, corporate and SME sectors, was the awareness of how decisions are made in situ, and how this knowledge can be passed on by systematising the decision scenarios.  
Event Status: 4 –taken place. 

Event 2: WG8.3 Working Conference, Lisbon 6-9 July 2010

The   proposal for the next WG8.3 Open Working Conference, to be held in Lisbon in 6-9 July 2010,  put forward by Prof Ana Respicio (Lisbon University, Portugal) was approved at the WG8.3 Business meeting held on July 4, 2008 The conference title will be “Bridging the socio-technical gap in DSS – Challenges for the next decade.”

Paper submissions from academics and practitioners are invited and showcases of real case studies will be especially welcomed. Papers will be peer-reviewed. The acceptance of the contributions will be based on the originality of the work, the relevance for the conference theme and its overall quality. Suggested research topics include:

1. Decision Support Systems 

2. Decision Models in the Real-world 

3. Executive Information Systems 

4. Negotiation Support Systems 

5. Knowledge Management 

6. Knowledge and Resource Discovery 

7. Business Intelligence and Data Warehousing 

8. Group Support Systems 

9. Collaborative Decision Making 

10. Socio-technical aspects for DM in Geographic Information Systems 

11. Rich language for Decision Support 

12. Multimedia tools for DSS 

13. Web 2 Systems in Decision Support 

14. Intellectual Capital in Decision Support 
All accepted papers, posters and workshops descriptions will be published in the proceedings. Following a tradition of the IFIP WG8.3 conferences, authors of the best papers will be invited to submit extended versions to special issues of International Scientific Journals like GDN, JDSST, JDS or IDTJ. 
 Event Status: 2 – Accepted by WG.8.3
7. Proposals for award nominees – none.

8. Election results: - None

9. Current Membership 

WG8.3 currently has 118 elected members and 83 registered friends. 

Business meetings held.

A WG8.3 Business meeting on was held on the 3rd of April, 2009, linked with   the meeting of the WG8.3 task force on learning from case studies in decision making and decision support, chaired by the WG8.3 Vice Chair Frederic Adam, in presence of the Chair of the WG8.3, Patrick Humphreys.  Key discussion points from the Minutes are as follows: 

Discussion point 1: Membership – two new members of the working group were elected: Mr. Simon Woodworth (University College Cork, Ireland) and Mr Rien Hamers (Frontys University, Netherlands)

Three new friends of WG8.3 were proposed : Ms. Eidi Cruz (LSE, UK),  Mr. Francesco Migliarese (University of Calabria, Italy), and Prof. J. H. Kroeze (Northwest University, South Africa)

Discussion point 2: It is noted that, the terms of office of the current president and two vice presidents of the Working are such that, having already served two terms, the will not be eligible for re-election to these posts at the next business meeting of WG8.3, planned for July 2010. Nominations for new candidates will be invited from the WG8.3 membership prior to this business meeting. 

Discussion point 3: Next events. It was noted that there is currently only one proposal for the IFIP WG8.3 2012 open conference: a proposal form Monash University to organise the conference in Prato, Italy, in Prato, as in 2004. It was also noted that it is for the Chair of the organizing committee for the IFIP 2010) conference (Lisbon July 5 -7 2010) to submit the official forms for this to IFIP TC8, so the dates can be confirmed in the TC8 calendar.

Discussion point 4: The possibility to create a linkedIn group for IFIP 8.3 was discussed and approved, given the flexibility of this platform and the support it would provide to the communication and administration of the group. It was suggested that linkedIn’s collaborative workspaces facilities, operated by Huddle.net would be particularly beneficial to support the work of the task group on learning form case studies in decision making and decision support. 

It was noted that both of these ideas are excellent, but that some initial work must be carried out and that someone must do this work. Volunteers will be sought for these two initiatives.

The full minutes of the WG8.3 business meetings are posted on the website of the Working Group: www.ifip-dss.org

10. Summary of significant outcomes:

Publications with significant contributions from WG8.3 members:

Two significant books were published in 2008: The DSS Encyclopaedia (editors Frederic Adam and Patrick Humphreys) and DSS Handbook (editors Frada Burstein and Clyde Holsapple). Selected revised papers from the 2008 IFIP WG8.3 conference (Toulouse) have been published in the Journal of Decision Systems, European Journal of Operational Research and Intelligent Decision Technologies.
.

11. Task Group Progress Reports

WG8.3 Task Group Case studies task force on learning from Case Studies in DSS 

ghThe report of the meetings is on the IFIPWG8.3 website. At the 2008 WG8.3 Business meeting, it was agreed at the meeting that this Task Group would continue its operation with Fergal Carton as its Chair.  The group intends to publicize the case studies, which were produced as a result of the group’s operation in ways that will be useful for teaching. The meting of the Task Group that was held in London in April 2008 (see section 6, above) effectively furthered this aim.

The publication of selected papers from the meetings of this Task Group comprised a special issue of the Journal of Decision Systems (Vol 17, No. 1, 2008, edited by Patrick Humphreys and David Sammon).

WG8.3 Task Group on DSS Curriculum

A Task Group on DSS Curriculum was created at the Bi-annual conference of the working group in London in July 2006. The group produced a report and held an open comprising session of 3 papers at the CDM08 conference. At the 2008 WG8.3 business, it was decided that the Task Group would continue to work towards a database of material, skills and topic (knowledge reservoir).  A dynamic interface to the reservoir is a task for the future.

12. Summary proposals and requests for funds 
WG8.3 would like to request TC8 funding for two bursaries of £250 each to enable two participants form developing counties to attend and present a  paper at the WG.8.3  DSS2010 conference. A formal request to TC8 for this support is forthcoming for the DSS2010 Conference Chair.

14  
Changes to Aims and Scope: 

No changes to the aims and scope of the Working Group have been proposed

Patrick Humphreys

WG8.3 Chair

21 July 2009
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